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6th	December	2017	
To:	
	
President	of	the	European	Commission,	Mr	Jean	Claude	Juncker	
	
Cc:	
	
First	Vice-President	of	the	European	Commission,	Frans	Timmermans	
Vice-Presidents	Maroš	Šefčovič,	Jyrki	Katainen	
Commissioners	Elżbieta	Bieńkowska,	Violeta	Bulc		
	

 
Karima	Delli,	Chair	of	the	Transport	Committee	of	the	European	Parliament	
Jerzy	Buzek,	Chair	of	 the	Committee	on	 Industry,	Research	and	Energy	Committee	of	 the	European	
Parliament	
	
	
Review	of	the	General	Safety	and	Pedestrian	Protection	Regulation	–	City	Letter	on	truck	safety	
	
The	European	Commission	will	soon	update	the	General	Safety	and	Pedestrian	Safety	Regulations	that	
set	Europe’s	vehicle	safety	standards.	We	are	writing	to	you	to	urge	you	to	make	road	safety	a	top	
priority	and	to	come	forward	with	ambitious	new	vehicle	standards	by	the	end	of	2017	–	as	has	also	
been	requested	by	eight	Member	States	in	a	joint	letter	earlier	this	year.	

 
The	cities	that	sign	this	 letter	are	all	engaged	 in	efforts	 to	promote	walking	and	cycling.	We	do	this	
because	we	strive	to	make	our	cities	more	liveable	but	also	to	improve	public	health	and	protect	the	
environment.	A	vital	part	of	this	effort	is	to	ensure	the	safety	of	our	citizens	-	and	their	children	–	in	
traffic.	We	 are	 improving	 roads,	 reducing	vehicle	 speeds	 and	 investing	 heavily	 in	 traffic	 education.	
However,	our	efforts	cannot	be	successful	if	we	do	not	also	improve	in	parallel	the	safety	of	the	cars,	
vans	and	trucks.	

 
When	 it	 comes	 to	 safety	 standards	 for	 vehicles,	 the	 EU	 has	 great	 power.	 It	 has	 the	 exclusive	
competence		to		mandate		safety		improvements		for		new		cars,		vans		and	 trucks		and		has		done		so	
successfully	 in	 the	past	 –	 the	 last	new	safety	 requirements	date	back	 to	2009.	There	 remains	huge	
potential	for	improvement.	Your	own	studies	show	that	advanced	emergency	braking	(AEB),	intelligent	
speed	adaptation	(ISA)	and	direct	vision	standards	for	trucks	could	save	thousands	of	lives	at	limited	
cost.	 Indeed,	 these	 technologies	 are	 already	 commercially	 available,	 but	 are	 usually	 optional	 and	



therefore	expensive.	Mandating	improved	safety	for	all	new	vehicles	–	i.e.	at	the	stage	of	production	-	
would	increase	sales	volumes	and	greatly	reduce	costs,	making	safer	vehicles	accessible	to	all.	

 
One	area	of	particular	concern	is	truck	safety.	A	modern	and	vibrant	city	cannot	do	without	trucks	–	
they’re	needed,	for	example,	to	supply	retailers	and	for	construction	projects.	But	today’s	trucks	are	
very	 ill-designed	for	urban	environments.	They	have	poor	direct	vision	and	therefore	huge	and	deadly	
blind	spots.	If	crashes	occur	 they	 are	 usually	 fatal.	 Fortunately,	 there	 are	 solutions:	many	European	
manufacturers	already	supply	low	entry	cabin	trucks	that	have	excellent	direct	vision.	Many	cities	are	
encouraging	their	use	through	public	procurement	or	as	part	o f 	 tenders.		Others	are	introducing	rules	
that	ban	some	of	the	most	dangerous	trucks.	But	 local	 initiatives	 lack	 the	scale	to	have	a	significant	
impact	on	the	availability	and	cost	of	safer	trucks.	Moreover,	there	is	a	risk	that	cities	across	Europe	will	
adopt	different	schemes,	potentially	imposing	costs	on	hauliers	and	their	customers	which	could	be	
avoided	if	basic	vehicle	design	prioritised	safety.		
	
This	is	why	we	urge	you	to	introduce	a	European	direct	vision	standard	that	would	make	safer	designs	
compulsory,	 at	 least	 for	 trucks	 most	 commonly	 used	 in	 urban	 areas,	 and	 ambitious	 direct	 vision	
requirements	for	other	types.	With	appropriate	differentiation	between	truck	types	and,	if	necessary,	
a	phase-in	period,	we	believe	mandatory	requirements	can	be	realistically	introduced	from	the	early	
2020s.		

 
Road	safety	 is	a	 top	priority	 for	our	citizens	and	so	 it	should	be	 for	 the	European	Commission.	The	
European	 Commission’s	 review	 of	 the	 General	 Safety	 (EC/661/2009)	 and	 Pedestrian	 Safety	
(EC/78/2009)	Regulations	is	long	overdue.	We	therefore	ask	you	to	speed	up	the	review	process	and	
make	a	proposal	for	new	and	ambitious	safety	rules,	in	particular	mandating	standards	for	direct	vision,	
by	the	end	of	2017.	This	will	give	us	a	welcome	opportunity	to	support	the	Commission’s	work	and	point	
out	the	benefits	of	EU	action	to	our	citizens.	
	

 
	
	

	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 
 
 
 
  Press	contacts:	
 

Aarhus:	Pablo	Celis	(pace@aarhus.dk)	
Amsterdam:	Nancy	van	der	Bol	(N.van.der.Bol@amsterdam.nl)	
Barcelona:	seguretatviaria@bcn.cat	 	 	
Berlin:	Julius	Menge	(Julius.Menge@senuvk.berlin.de)	
Bologna:	Dora	Ramazzotti	(dora.ramazzotti@srmbologna.it)	
Brussels:	Mathias	Dobbels	(mdobbels@gov.brussels)	
Communauté	d'Agglomération	de	La	Rochelle:	Matthieu	Graindorge	(matthieu.graindorge@agglo-larochelle.fr)	
Copenhagen:	Soren	Troels	Berg	(F05R@tmf.kk.dk)	
Dublin:	Aine	Cronin	(aine.cronin@dublincity.ie)	
Groningen:	Jaap	Valkema	(jaap.valkema@groningen.nl)	
London:	Ian	Catlow	(Ian.Catlow@london.gov.uk)	
Münster:	presseamt@stadt-muenster.de	
Paris:	presse@paris.fr		
Polis:	Dagmar	Köhler	(DKoehler@polisnetwork.eu)	
Poznan:	Wojciech	Makowski	(Wojciech_Makowski@um.poznan.pl)	
Rotterdam:	Richard	van	der	Wulp	(r.vanderwulp@rotterdam.nl)	
Sofia:	Tsvetan	Tsolov	(tsolov@sofiatraffic.bg)	
Trnava:	Kristina	Marosova	(kristina.marosova@trnava.sk)	
Vienna:	Andreas	Bauer	(andreas.baur@wien.gv.at)	

	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
	 	 	
   


